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Coconino Center for the Arts
Exhibitions featuring local artists

Annual Youth Art Exhibition

Exhibitions featuring artists from 
around the world

At least once every two years: an 
exhibition that addresses a topic of 
local concern, in depth, through the 
eyes of artists



Beyond the Border: 2012



Fires of Change: 2015
Invited 11 artists

Artists attended Fire Science Boot 
Camp – five days in fall 2014

Curriculum developed by fire 
scientists and fire fighters

Semester of training in 5 days

Artists then created new art from 
a fully informed place

Funded in part by National 
Endowment for the Arts

Set the standard for exhibitions











Fires of Change 

Traveled to two sites:

Univ. of Arizona Museum of Art, 
Tucson, Nov. 2015 – May 2016

516 Arts, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, May – July 2017 

Seeking a fourth venue in 
southern New Mexico 







Fires of Change
Survey Results
93% increased their understanding of how climate change and 
other factors affect fire behavior

78% are more likely to support local fire management actions
22% indicated no change

COMMENTS

“Thanks for putting together Fire & Art. This is the best way of 
educating society.”

“Fabulous, you could spend a whole day!”

“This really highlights the human dimension of fire management 
and the artist perspective. Human influence on management and 
function is relevant.”



Next: Hope and Trauma in 
a Poisoned Land
Addresses the impact of uranium mining on Navajo lands and 
people

Four day training session in October 2016
◦ 30 artists participated, 11 Native artists

◦ Experts in medical and psychological impacts, government 
response, environmental impacts, mining history, etc.

◦ Site visits to abandoned mine sites and Cameron, Arizona

Funded in part by the National Endowment for the Arts

Open August 15 – October 28, 2017





Mock up of a mural / billboard that will be placed in Phoenix on Roosevelt Row and north of Flagstaff – by artist Chip Thomas



Edie Dillon: Yellow Dirt Testimony



Next: Water
Three partners met to discuss

◦ Willow Bend 

◦ Sierra Club

◦ Coconino Plateau Watershed Partnership – Public Outreach 

Approved by our Arts Advisory Council

Grant Application Summer 2017, Artist Training in Fall 2018, Exhibition in Fall 2019

Concept: Many people in our region are not fully aware of the issues and consequences 
surrounding drought, water use, and water policy, but they are aware that there are challenges. 
Is our current water policy sustainable? What will communities do if the availability of water 
reaches a critical point? How safe and reliable is our water infrastructure? The exhibition would 
explore these  from the perspective of informed artists with a goal of education.



The Ask
Partner with us! 

We need support and expertise:
◦ Experts on science, water/land use, and policy

◦ Development of curriculum for artists

◦ Development of educational components

◦ Planning of education events alongside exhibition

We provide:
◦ Artists, artistic vision and expertise

◦ Exhibition and event venue

◦ Marketing and promotion, built-in audience

◦ Programming, scheduling and planning


